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band of San Jose on October 14,1936.The same band performed his march
Patria y Ajectos on August 17, 1932. Mata's orchestral Suite Abstract^
performed in San Jose at a concert of Mata's compositions on May 23,
1941, follows a "disoriented tonality," according to the composer's defi-
nition. However, the names of the separate movements, Anger, Love,
Melancholy, and Joy, imply a programmatic plan. The Suite Abstracta
is included in the Fleisher Collection in Philadelphia.

Alejandro MONESTEL (1865------), the composer, studied the organ and

in 1884 became organist and choirmaster at the Cathedral of San Jose.
In 1902 he went to the United States, as church organist in Roslyn, Long
Island; Brooklyn, New York; and Ridgewood, New Jersey. In 1937
he returned to Costa Rica, where, on July 25, 1937, a gala concert of his
works was presented by the military band of San Jose. Monestel is a
prolific writer of religious music, having composed fourteen Masses,
four Requiems, two Ave Marias, two Salve Reginas> two Tantum Ergos,
as well as a communion service for the Protestant Church. He is the
author of five cantatas on the life of Jesus Christ from birth to resurrec-
tion. Some of his religious music has been published by Schirmer. His
music for military bands is important as a means of popularizing Costa
Rican folk melodies. Of these band compositions, the Ra^sodia Costa-
rricense, first performed in San Jose on August 28, 1935, and two Rapso-
dias Guanacastecasy performed respectively on July 25, 1937, and Octo-
ber 20, 1937, are particularly rich in indigenous folklore. Among Mones-
tePs light pieces for the orchestra are El Amcmte y la Coqueta, As Orillas
de un Arroyo^ and 6 Canciones. These pieces, as well as the three rhapso-
dies on Costa Rican themes, are included in the Fleisher Collection in
Philadelphia.

Cesar NIETO (1892------), the composer, was born in Barcelona, Spain,

went to Costa Rica in 1899, and became a Costa Rican citizen in 1936.
Nieto is now conductor of a choral society in San Jose. As a composer, he
has written a ballet, La Piedra del Toxily based on pentatonic Inca themes,
and harmonized in the traditional nineteenth-century style. He has also
composed salon music, waltzes, marches, etc. The score of La Piedra del
Toxil is included in the Fleisher Collection in Philadelphia.

The military band leader and composer Jose QUESADA (1894------)

was born in San Rafael, Costa Rica. He studied music in San Jose, and
later became the leader of a military band there. He conducted in San
Jose the first performance of his orchestral piece, El Son da la Luna> on